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GRADE 11 ORAL EXAM STUDY GUIDE 
 

ELEVENTH GRADE HUMANE LETTERS ORAL EXAM 

The following questions are designed to help you prepare for your oral exam. The purpose of the 

oral exam is to have a conversation about what you have learned this year. This includes the 

ability to supply details and examples and refer to specific texts and authors. You will prepare 2-

3 questions thoroughly as starting points for the conversation. 

1. What sorts of conceptions of human nature have we encountered? Consider Thucydides, 

Plato, and Aristotle. How are they similar and how are they different? 

 

2. Socrates’ final account of the nature of justice is not the only account found in the 

Republic. Revisit Book I and think about the other accounts. Where do they come from 

and where do they lead? 

 

3. Read and prepare Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, Book V, Chapter 7 for discussion. 

What is justice in Aristotle's account, and how is it determined? 

 

4. Consider Aeschylus’ Oresteia. You are Clytemnestra's defense attorney or you are the 

prosecutor. Make the case for or against her. Make your best case using the text. 

 

5. Consider Sophocles’ Theban Plays. Oedipus seems to have a different assessment of his 

guilt in the first and second plays. Which do you think is more correct? Why? 

 

6. Some have suggested the Homeric gods are externalizations of irrational, inexplicable 

impulses in human beings. Does this comport with what you have seen in the Iliad? What 

other interpretations of the gods seem plausible? Examine this problem by looking at 

concrete cases in the text and make your case. 

 

7. The gods of the Iliad are often portrayed in comedic terms. Why do the gods seem 

particularly suited for comedy while the men seem suited for tragedy only? Please 

examine concrete cases to support your position. What do you think of this? In what ways 

does comedy suitably address the human experience? In what ways does tragedy address 

human experience? 

 

8. Consider Plato’s and Aristotle’s notions of the human good. To what end should one’s 

life be directed? What is the best life? 

 

9. The role of myth, tales, story-telling, etc. is a repeated discussion we have had throughout 

the texts we have read. Think specifically about all the tales that have been told: 

Odysseus’ account of his journeys to the Phaikains, Socrates’ myths of the afterlife, etc. 

What is this story telling? How do the tales compare or contrast with each other? What is 

revealed about human beings, the world, and the gods by the tales and by the telling? 
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10. Pick 2-4 portraits/images of death and the immortality of the soul found in Homer, the 

tragic poets, and the philosophers and compare them.  

 

11. As revealed in the Oresteia, what is justice? How does justice evolve throughout the 

plays?  

 

12. Compare and contrast Cleon and Diodotus’ speeches in The Peloponnesian War. What is 

this debate about and what do they each propose? Do you see a difference between the 

two? What finally happened? Why? What do you think of this?  

 

13. What does Aristotle mean when he says, “The highest friendship is that friendship a man 

has with himself”? Would Plato agree? Why or why not?  

 

14. In what ways does Antigone’s understanding of herself as Oedipus’ daughter shape her 

action? How does she justify her actions in the Theban plays?  

 

15. It has been said that the whole of Plato’s Republic is Socrates’ true defense (apologia). 

How would you support this claim? Is this a solid defense? Remember to use Socrates’ 

terms and definitions.  

 

16. If the Apology is Socrates' indictment of Athens, what's the Gorgias?  

 

17. The Iliad begins with Achilleus’ rage and ends with the return of Hektor’s body after 

Achilleus has dragged it behind his chariot for 9 days. Consider the person of 

Achilleus—what drives him? What keeps him by his ships for so long? Why does he 

reenter the battle when he does? Is Achilleus satisfied with his own actions? Why or why 

not?  

 


